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Abstract

This study aims to investigate failure in Thai Agricultural Standard (TAS) 9000-2009 assessment
of rice farmers in Si Wilai district, Bueng Kan province, and to provide them with paths toward the organic
rice standard certification. Data was collected from 50 farmers (N=50) who were applied for an organic rice
registration via questionnaires and interviews. Most of the farmers were female, were 51-60 years old,
attained elementary education and had a labor of 1-2 persons per household. The farmers correctly
followed organic rice cultivation practices, except for farmland management and data recording. The two
issues resulted in farmers failing to meet organic rice farming requirement. Specifically, the two problems
were lack of or having ineffective buffer zones and lack of or keeping intermittent records of management
in rice production. With TOWS matrix model, it was found that the government and agricultural agencies
should provide fundings to support the farmers in land management that is suitable for organic farming.
Agricultural officers should urgently educate farmers on forming rice farmer groups, closely help farmers
understand record keeping, quickly build a next generation of young smart farmers, and aid in management
of farming knowledge and keeping records of farming. Government agencies should plan to provide financial
assistance in organic rice farming, urgently create organic rice outlet systems, quickly and continuously
promote organic rice farming, and bring agricultural personnel to work together for benefits of the farmers.
Additionally, a database for every step in organic rice production should be built to trace rice products back

to their producers.

Keywords: Organic rice, TAS 9000-2009, rice farmers, Bueng Kan province.
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